XI

of the text, the Trustees gratefully accepted her offer of
collaboration, and confided the production of the fac-simile
to Messrs. Nops of Ludgate Hill. The plates are now all
prepared, but, as is in my experience usually the case, the
correction of numerous defects caused by ambiguous dots
and the like, which, in spite of every precaution, will invari-
ably creep in, has retarded the production of the volume,
which, comprising as it does some six or seven hundred
pages, necessarily involves a large expenditure of time and
trouble.

This, though the first and most advanced, is not the only
work undertaken by the Trustees. There exists in the British
Museum a copy of a very rare and important Persian work
on Prosody, Metre, Rhyme, and the kindred arts of Poetry,
entitled al-Mifajjam fi mcfdyin aslfdril-^Ajam ("the Persian-
ised [Treatise] on the standards of Persian Poetry"), written
by a certain Shams-i-Qays for one of the Atabeks of Pars
early in the thirteenth century. The publication of this,
because of its antiquity, its extreme rarity, the light it throws
on the principles accepted by Persian poets in the early
classical period ere yet Sacdf had attained celebrity, and the
numerous illustrative poems cited in the course of the treatise,
amongst which are included a good many Fahlawiyydt^ or
verses in Persian dialects, seemed to us, and especially to
myself, very desirable,- and, having ascertained that the Im-
primerie Catholique of Bcyrout could set up the text in type
from the excellent photographs taken by Donald Macbeth,
also of Ludgate Hill, we decided to print this important
work, which I have undertaken to edit and annotate, in this
way, and the photographs are now being taken.

A third work contemplated by the Trustees is the public-
ation of an unpublished portion of the great history of
Rashfdu'd-Dfn Fadlu'llah entitled the Jdmfut-Tawdrikh, one